
The third time proved to be the charm for Mickey Turch when she was looking for a Catholic
school for her son Tom. One area school had no kindergarten openings; another had no
kindergarten class. The Saint Rose option turned out to be an  excellent choice as it started Mickey
on a 38-year odyssey at the school and the parish. And it also turned out to be a reunion with a
familiar face.

“One of the first people I encountered when we joined Saint Rose in 1982 was former pastor Fr. Pat
Ryan,” recalls Mickey. “He was my religion teacher at St. Agnes High School.”

Once her children were in school Mickey embarked on a long and dedicated volunteer career at the
parish. She started in the school helping out wherever needed. She was working in the computer lab
when the first computers arrived at the school. “When we had a problem we had to ask an older
student to help,” says Mickey. “In those days most of the adults in the school didn’t know anything
about computers.”

Her parish volunteer activities were many and varied: Adoration, Loaves and Fishes, Fair Share, Park
and Ride, bake sale helper, Funeral Schola, Eucharistic minister, Parish Council, homebound
minister and, most recently, lector at the Friday morning Mass.“The Saint Rose community is so
good and caring,” says Mickey. “The entire Saint Rose experience has brought me much closer to
God. I cannot imagine belonging  anywhere else.” 

Mickey Turch

Other things to know about Mickey: 
· Both Mickey and her husband Bill grew up in the Frogtown
neighborhood of St. Paul and attended St. Agnes. They were
married for 47 years when he died in 2014. Bill had a long and
successful career as a tool and die maker and designer. 
· One of Mickey’s hobbies is taking care of dogs. She no longer has
one of her own, but with a fenced yard she is able to watch dogs
for others when they go on vacation. She also has a large perennial
garden and belongs to a book club.
· Tom works as a CNC machinist/programmer for a local
company doing the same type of work his father did. He and his
wife Tammy live in North Branch.
· Her daughter Tara is a project manager for a consulting firm,
working with water, electric and gas utilities around the country.
She and her fiancé Ken live in St. Paul.

Mickey's son, Tom, passed away in August, 2021
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